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Evil. Her mother tells her that her
only role as a wife is to produce
children like a baby machine, (and
when the machine becomes obsolete,
put it in a corner, or replace it).

We can trace many attitudes to our
homes, where to families a girl is a
liability, attracting wasteful use of
education, money and time.

Ind ia h as changed in m any
areas, bu t not in gender based
d iscrimination. We witness these
realities in our own homes, our
communities, and in some cases in our
church too.

Women contribu te economically
and cu ltu rally to the fam ily and
com m u nity equ ally w ith m en, yet
th e u g ly face of gen d er b ia s
repeated ly reapp ears. It show s as
rejection of the girl child , d ow ry
(w e sh ou ld call it br id egroom
p rice), gend er violence at hom e at
w ork, on the street, and biased
inheritance law s. (Recently som e
i n h e r i t a n c e l a w s a r e b e i n g
reform ed )

Even the frightfu l cu stom of
sati (requ iring w id ow s to bu rn

w ith their hu sband ) has not qu ite

d isapp eared , 200 years after the
efforts of William Carey and Ram
Mohan Roy enabled the then British
ru lers to legislate against it. Tod ay,
th e d evad asi system (relig iou s
p rostitu tion), has not abated in
s o m e p a r t s , n o r h a s fo r ce d
p rostitu tion , and new abu se of
f e m a l e s a r i s e s w i t h h u m a n

trafficking.
The governm ent has attemp ted

r e f o r m s t h r o u g h l a w , a n d
e n c o u r a g e d e d u c a t i o n a n d
em p loym ent throu gh p referential
quotas, bu t the laws have yet to
penetrate the fou r w alls of the
Ind ian home where the real problem
lies. In ru ral and semi urban contexts

Ind ia remains in many w ays a
feudal, patriarchal society. Of the
half a billion females in Ind ia only
half can read and write.

No nation can prosper while one
half is regularly treated as less than
t h e o t h e r . Th e ch a l l e n g e o f
transforming the lives of women
looms as large as ever.

In mod ern cities som e w omen
break the bond s that held them , bu t
so few com p ared to those still
bou nd , their rights and choices
restricted . Whether a w om an is
poor or rich , literate or illiterate,
d ark or light, society has restricted
her freed om . It is d ifficu lt for
w om en to choose to be single, to
continu e higher stu d ies, to choose
th eir ow n career . Paren ts feel
bou nd to u rge their d aughter 's
e a r ly m a r r ia g e . A ft e r s h e is
m ar r ied , sh e m u st ad ju st h er
choices to fit her hu sband 's.

Repeated ly a woman's rights to

be a person are violated . She is

overw orked , less know led geable

and frustrated . Her w ork receives

low recognition and usually less

No nat ion can
prosper w h ile one

half is regular ly
t reat ed as less t han

t he ot her.

CHANGE MUST HAPPEN FIRST IN HOMES
I am not as privileged as my

brothers, the girl child says. She
learns that bare, unvarnished fact as
she watches male members of the
family treat her mother as second
class. I am more important than my
sisters, learns the son, as he receives
favors from everyone at home.

In India the first lesson in gender
relations come in the home. In the
home the mother (out of her own
experience) tells her daughter that
marriage is drudgery, a necessary



The greatest story that thrilled me
was of a single elderly lady

travelling on bullock carts and jeeps
acr oss ju n g les in n or th In d ia ,
confronted at times by dacoits and at
others by wild animals. This was
unbelievable. Why did she do it? I
asked as a young boy. I sat attentive to
my great aunt, our visitor, the storyteller.
This great aunt had a passion to share the
good news of Christ with people who had
never heard . She bold ly met the sadhus in
mountain caves and presented a copy of
the Bible. She discipled people from all
walks of life to follow Christ.
As I look back, I realize the stories of my
great aunt, impressed my mind, ignited
my love for missions. At home my mother,
sister and two grandmothers shaped my
formative years. My wife has influenced
me to mature in years, along with
teachers, friends and colleagues. The
saying 'Behind every successful man there is a woman'
seems often true.
Women are the bearers of culture and spirituality.
Throughout history, women have helped build family,
community and a nation. Women influence the minds of
children. Trad itionally, women teachers and nurses

ignited young minds and alleviated
physical suffering.
At its origins in 1852 Interserve's
vision was serving the educational
and health needs of women. For a
hundred years that was our task.
Women from all backgrounds served

Indian women and girls through teaching,
h e a l t h a n d r e l a t e d p r o fe s s i o n s ,
ministering also to spiritual needs.
Several founded educational and medical
in s t i t u t io n s t h a t m a d e la n d m a r k
contributions to communities in North
and western India. We want to continue to
the trad ition and mobilize more women to
be in missions.
A few years back when I analyzed the
people in missions in terms of gender, I
was surprised that nearly eighty percent
were men. (Some argued that since most
men were married we should count their
wives, but I am not sure women are

always part of the mission task.)

We in Interserve are committed to empower, equip and
facilitate women to fulfill God 's purposes.
Join us at Interserve as we seek women to transform lives
and communities for and with women in India.

John Amalraj
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pay. In public men bow to beautiful

and powerful women on screens and

political stages, but they show no

mercy when they harass their own

within the four walls of their homes.
Som e chu rches rem ain m u te

spectators to the challenges and
discrimination women face when
caught in the vice between culture
and trad itions.

Ind ian Christ ian h istory has
t o w e r i n g g i a n t s l i k e A m y
Carmichael, Ida Scudder, Pandita
Ram aba i, Moth er Th eresa an d
thousands of Bible women trained
an d em p loyed by th e m ission
societies and churches to spread the
Good News. Women's prayer groups
in Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Mizoram,
Nagaland and Meghalaya proved the
fou nd ation stone of ind igenou s
mission efforts.

In the last few decades, Ind ian

women have impacted economics,
business, politics, education, culture
and media. Yet still, the task is
enormous. To transform women is a
multi-faceted endeavour, starting
with self-confidence and self-worth
u n t i l w o m e n u n d e r s t a n d t h e

s ig n ifica n ce o f th e ir l ife a n d
contribution in society.

The task of transformation needs
an integrated approach starting from
the home where children get their
crucial initial education. How people
treat one's mother, and how parents
treat sons and daughters, influence

t h e g r o w in g ch i ld . C h r i s t ia n
education in the church also plays a
part.

Married couples, God calls your
family to minister to society as well as
to each other. In chu rches and
m issions, m ore lead ersh ip roles
should be assigned to women, and
not just as a token.

We need to change our mindset,
unlearn trad itions, change policies
and structures to grant women a
more fulfilling role. Christian men
can make a difference by taking the
initiative to step aside and make
room for women to serve alongside
them.

The place for transformation of
women is our Christian homes. Think
it over. Let the transformation start in
my home and yours.

Beulah W, JessieA & Johns George

The law s have yet t o
penet rat e t he four
w alls of t he Indian

home w here t he
real problem lies.
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